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Figure 1: An Overview of Incidents (February- March 2019)
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Figure 5: Comparative analysis of Incidents (February- March 2019)
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Figure 7: Overview of Violence against Minorities in
Bangladesh from January 2016 to March 2019.

Figure 8: Violence against Religious Minorities
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Figure 9: Motive of Incident (Land grabbing/ Dispute)
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Figure 10: Overview of Violence against Minority
Women in Bangladesh from January 2016
to March 2019

Figure 11: Motive of Incident (Religious Sectarianism)
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Figure 12: Destruction of Property in CHT
(January 2016- March 2019

parliament representative from the CHT. 
An armed conflict started in 1975 for 
autonomy. The armed conflict resulted in 
the killing of 8500 people including 2500 
civilians.24  Nearly about 60,000 people 
have been displaced between 1975-1992 
due to armed conflict in CHT.25 During 
the 1970s and 80s, the government of 
Bangladesh settled 400,000 Bengalis from 
the plains in the Hill Tracts as a counter 
insurgency strategy. This brought about a 
demographic shift in the region. The 
settlement of Bengali people in CHT 
violated the customary “Jhumia” rights of 
the Hill peoples.26 The Hill people got 
displaced internally; many crossed over 
to India as refugees. They also lost their 
land.
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Figure 13: Incidents and Consequences of  Violence against Minoritiesin CHT (January 2016- March 2019)

Figure 14: Types of violent incident against Minorities in CHT (January 2016- March 2019)
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In addition to the state-sponsored 
violence, the Kurds faced further assaults 
after the emergence of the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria (ISIS). ISIS launched attacks 
and captured Kurdish territories in 
northern Iraq and eastern Syria in 
between 2013 to 2014.35 The Syrian 
Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD) 
and autonomous government in the 
Kurdish controlled region aligned with the 
US-led coalition airpower and Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF) to counter 
ISIS.36 The allied forces brought back the 
lost territories eventually as the ISIS forces 
weakened. 

The Kurds in Iraq and Syria are now 
enjoying some degree of autonomy 
surrounded by multi-pronged civil war. 
Around 93% of people voted for secession 
from Iraq in a 2017 referendum, which did 
not get recognition from the central 
government in the Kurdish autonomous 
region.37 In Syria, the PYD established 
specially administered autonomous region. 
But the future statehood of any Kurdish 
forces is very slim. 

5,000 were killed in Halabja on 
March 16, 1988 (Photo: AFP)

Kurdish Independence Referendum in 
Iraq, 25 September 2017 (Photo: AFP)
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The hate crimes from petty crimes to 
large scale terrorist attacks are on rise. As 
defined by Hate Crime Statistics Act 
codified by the US Congress in 1990, the 
hate crimes are “crimes that manifest 
evidence of prejudice based on race, 
gender or gender identity, religion, 
disability, sexual orientation, or ethnicity.”39 
According to the FBI, the hate crimes in 
the US are increasing since 2014 but 
showed an unprecedented upward trend 
since 2016. The white nationalist 
terrorism, previously championed by Ku 
Klux Klan (KKK) is pointedly increasing in 
recent years although it is neglected from 
the discourse of terrorism in the US. As 
reported by Anti-Defamation League 

(ADL), from 2009 through 2018, the 
home-grown terrorism accounted for 76% 
terrorist attacks out of which 73% are 
ultra-right white nationalist terrorism and 
3% are extreme left-wing terrorism. Much 
touted Islamist terrorism accounted for 
26% of attacks.40 The religious spaces 
including synagogues, mosques, 
African-American Churches are frequently 
under attack by white nationalists as 
synagogues in Pittsburg and California as 
well as African-American Churches in 
Florida and Mississippi were attacked in 
2019. 

The following table provided by the Justice 
Department of the US is the comparison 
between the number of hate crimes in 
2016 and 2017.  The latest statistics.41 
Show that the number of hate crimes 
based on race, religion or sexual 
orientation has increased rapidly from 
2016 to 2017.

The Turkish military started continued 
assaults against KKK and PYD again in 
2019 after a brief ceasefire in 2013.38
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